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

Any 13th chord can be reordered to make a scale. For example, the GMaj13 chord below becomes a
G major scale. Since chords and scales are interchangeable in this way, the term "scale-chord" can be used.
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"Handle with Care" Notes

Primary Chord Tones

Charlie Parker, the great saxophonist, was one of the first people to play with this in mind. He heard
upper notes (9ths, 11ths, 13ths) as various scale patterns, simplifying improvisation.

The primary chord tones are still the root, 3rd, 5th, and 7th.

If the 9th, 11th, or 13th is a half step above a primary chord tone it can create
a minor 9th interval (minor 2nd plus an octave), a harsh dissonance. These notes don't
have to be completely avoided, but they must be used with care and not overplayed.

In the GMaj13 scale above, the "handle with care" note is C, since it is a minor9 (or minor2) above B.
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Basic Scale/Chords

The six basic scale chords are shown on the "Basic Scale-Chords" page. They are major,
minor-major, dorian, locrian, mixolydian, and diminished.
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