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Lead sheet symbols are written above a melody note and indicate the chord to be played underneath.
This page introduces the most common basic lead sheet symbols. Most of the more complex symbols
are variations of the chords on this page. See Volume 1, Chapter 4 for spelling triads and seventh chords.

Basic Triads
C

&
Minor

C- or Cmin
&

Diminished

Cdim or Cminb5 or Cº
&

Augmented

Caug or Cmaj#5
&

Sus chord

Csus

&
Major—minor 7th
("Dominant" 7th)

Basic Seventh Chords
C7

&
Major 7th

C^ or Cmaj7
&

Minor 7th

C-7 or Cmin7
&
Minor-major 7th

C-^7
&

Half—dim 7th

Cmin7b5 or CØ7
&

Diminished 7th
(Bº often
spelled A§)

Cº7 or Cdim7

&

-Extensions: 9ths, 11ths, and 13ths may be added by continuing the stack of thirds
-9th=2nd above root, 11th=4th above root, 13th=6th above root
-For 9ths/11ths/13ths, follow the MAJOR scale of the ROOT note, unless the numbers have accidentals
-These chords may also be thought of as scale patterns (see the "chord=scale" page)
-For chord voicings, see 4.2.1 Four-Note Voicings4.2.1 Four-Note Voicings

Extension Examples

Major—minor 7th
("Dominant" 7th)
with 9th added

C9
&

Db = b9 (=b2)

F = 11th (= 4th)

C11b9
&

"sus" means use
a 4th above the
bass instead

of a 3rd

Csusb9
&

"add" means add
that note above

the root
A§ = added 6th

C7@6

&

Slash Notation
A7/C©

Vertical slash = what note to
put on the bottom (Inversion) &

D
E_

Horizontal slash = one chord
       on top of another
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