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Volume 4, Appendix 8 
P A R E N T  S C A L E S  F O R  P I A N O :  D I M I N I S H E D  

This appendix uses the piano, but the concepts apply to other instruments 
and voice also. It is vital to learn the scales visually (on the piano) or as 
fingerings (on other instruments). Learn the patterns thoroughly starting 
on any pitch and any scale step for each scale. For an explanation of the 
parent scale concept, see 4.3.1 The Modes of Major. 

The diminished scale on C uses three flats: Eb, Gb, and Ab. 
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The diminished scale on C# uses four black keys: Db (=C#), D#, F#, and Bb. 
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Cº DÞb9 E¨º FÞb9 G¨º A¨Þb9 Aº BÞb9
& œ œ œb œ œb œb œn œ œ œ œb œ œb œb œn œ

C©º D©Þb9 Eº F©Þb9 Gº AÞb9 B¨º CÞb9
& œ# œ# œ œ# œ œ œb œn œ# œ# œ œ# œ œ œb œn

Parent Scale 
Patterns 

 
 

Diminished 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diminished 2 
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The diminished scale on D uses three black keys: C#, Ab, and A# (=Bb). 
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Dº EÞb9 Fº GÞb9 G©º B¨Þb9 Bº D¨Þb9
& œ œ œ œ œ# œ# œ œ# œ œ œ œn œ# œ# œ œ#

Diminished 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


